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  MEETING MINUTES 

CITY OF MOUNTAIN BROOK 

VILLAGE DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE  

APRIL 15, 2020 

CITY HALL, 56 CHURCH STREET, MOUNTAIN BROOK, AL 35213 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER 

 

 
In response to COVID-19 social distancing mandates, the meeting was held via audio conferencing. 

 

The regular meeting of the City of Mountain Brook Village Design Review Committee was held 

on Wednesday, April 15, 2020, at 8:00 p.m., via audio conferencing.  The roll was marked as 

follows: 

 

Present:  Lynn Ritchie, Chairman  Absent:   None 

   Brian Barrett, Co-Chairman       

   Ellen Elsas 

   Stutts Everette 

   George Israel   

                      Ashley Spotswood                                          

   Katie Wohlwend 

 

Also present:   Alice Womack:  Council Liaison 

   Dana Hazen:       Director of Planning, Building & Sustainability  

    Tyler Slaten:       City Planner 

   Tammy Reid:     Administrative Analyst 

                

1. Approval of Agenda 
 

Mrs. Ritchie presented the agenda for consideration.  

 

  Motion:        Mrs. Elsas, motion to approve the agenda as presented.    

 Second:        Mr. Israel 

  Vote: Aye:  Barrett, Elsas, Everette, Israel, Ritchie, Spotswood and Wohlwend 

   Nay:  None 

 

  The agenda stands approved as presented. 

     

2. Approval of Minutes – February 19, 2020 (It is noted that the March 18, 2020 meeting was   

 postponed due to COVID-19 restrictions.) 

 

  Mrs. Ritchie presented the minutes from the February 19, 2020 meeting. 

     

  Motion:         Mr. Israel, motion to approve the minutes as printed.    

  Second:   Mr. Barrett 

  Vote: Aye:  Barrett, Elsas, Everette, Israel, Ritchie, Spotswood and Wohlwend  

   Nay:  None 
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3. Case V-20-07:  Great American Cookie/Marble Slab Creamery                                EXHIBIT 1 

                                   3000 Cahaba Village Plaza 

 

Renee Bond, Great American Cookie Company, presented the application.  The submitted 

request is to use a pre-existing sign at the rear of the building; however, they are willing to 

match the sign that was previously approved for the front façade and will meet size 

requirements.   

 

The committee suggests that the sign match the previously approved sign for the front façade.   

 

There being no further discussion, Mrs. Ritchie called for a motion. 

 

   Motion:     Mr. Barrett, motion to approve the sign design as submitted with the following 

     stipulations:  (1) the sign must meet size restrictions so that a variance is not  

     required; (2) the color scheme is the same as the original façade sign that was 

     approved on December 18, 2019. 

   Second:     Mrs. Elsas 

   Vote:    Aye:  Barrett, Elsas, Everett, Israel, Ritchie, Spotswood and Wohlwend 

     Nay:  None 

       

4. Case V-20-08:  Orangetheory Fitness, 900 Lane Parke Court                                     EXHIBIT 2 
 

 Jack Robertson, Chase Commercial Specialists, 3100 Lorna Road, Birmingham, presented the 

 sign request.    

 

 There being no discussion, Mrs. Ritchie called for a motion.           

 

   Motion:     Mr. Barrett, motion to approve the sign application as submitted. 

   Second:     Mr. Israel 

   Vote:    Aye:  Barrett, Elsas, Everett, Israel, Ritchie, Spotswood and Wohlwend 

                   Nay:  None 

 

5. Case V-20-09:  Wood Financial Group, LLC, 2003 Cahaba Road, Suite 201            EXHIBIT 3 

 

David Brant, Fravert Services, 133 West Park Drive, Birmingham, presented the sign application.  

The proposal is to update existing signage that includes a small projecting sign and a wall panel.  

The projecting sign will be located on the side of the building and the wall panel will be behind 

the building next to the door on the second-story balcony.   

 

There being no discussion, Mrs. Ritchie called for a motion.           

 

Motion:     Mr. Barrett, motion to approve the signage as submitted. 

Second:     Ms. Spotswood 

Vote:    Aye:  Barrett, Elsas, Everett, Israel, Ritchie, Spotswood and Wohlwend 

    Nay:  None 

 

6. Case V-20-10:  Post Office Pies, 270 Rele Street                                                               EXHIBIT 4

  

John McCary, Rader McCary, 7051 Meadowlark Drive, Birmingham, presented the sign 

application.   
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Mrs. Ritchie stated that the sign looks great. 

 

There being no discussion, Mrs. Ritchie called for a motion.           

 

Motion:     Mrs. Elsas, motion to approve the signage as submitted. 

Second:     Mr. Israel 

Vote:   Aye:  Barrett, Elsas, Everett, Israel, Ritchie, Spotswood and Wohlwend 

   Nay:  None 

 

7. Case V-20-11:  Gunn Dermatology, 32 Church Street                                                 EXHIBIT 5 

 

Holly Gunn, Gunn Dermatology, and Sissy Austin, 2301 Peacock Lane, Birmingham, presented 

the application for signage and exterior changes.  The proposed exterior changes include a new 

roof, entrance door with a copper awning on the northeast side of the building and three new signs. 

 

One sign will be a hanging projecting sign along Church Street and two identical backlit wall signs 

will be located on either side of the building.   

 

Mr. Israel said that the façade sign facing Oak Street seems out of proportion and could be reduced 

so that a height variance is not needed.  Mrs. Ritchie stated that the size reduction will not 

negatively affect visibility.   

 

Ms. Austin stated that the new roof material will be cedar shakes.  Mr. Israel expressed concern 

that there will be little contrast in color between the roof and the façade brick.  Ms. Austin said 

that they plan to grow green fig vine on the façade to provide contrast.   

 

Ms. Gunn stated that she would like to paint the brick a cream color.  Also, real slate roofing was 

considered, but it is too heavy for the structure.  Mr. Slaten, City Planner, said that a request to 

paint the brick would have to go before the Board of Zoning Adjustment for approval.  Mrs. 

Hazen, Director of Planning, Building, and Sustainability, added that although the code does not 

provide for the painting of the brick, stucco finishing is allowed.  Ms. Austin asked could they 

color the stucco; Mrs. Hazen confirmed that color could be added to the stucco.  The stone on the 

front of the building will remain; it will be cleaned and kept as is.   

  

New glass doors with a copper awning are proposed at the entrance.  The applicant would like to 

convert the entrance door on Church Street to a window.  Mrs. Hazen stated that the code requires 

an entrance door on the Church Street side.  The applicant would like to convert that door to glass 

if they must keep it. 

 

The applicant would also like to expand the sidewalk width so that it will be more user-friendly.  

Also, it was discussed changing the flow of traffic in the parking lot.  

 

 There being no discussion, Mrs. Ritchie called for a motion.           

 

Motion:     Mr. Barrett, motion as follows: 

 

The Village Design Review Committee grants general approval of the submitted application, 

with the stipulation that the following items need to be submitted via email for Committee 

consideration:    
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 Door specifications.  May be glass to coordinate with the existing window on the other 

side.  

 Proposed color of the stucco finish. 

 Roof color and specifications. 

 Awning color and specifications. 

 Lighting fixture specifications. 

 Proposed sidewalk changes. 

  

The signage is approved, with the exception that the façade sign facing Oak Street is to be 

reduced by 10 square feet so as not to require a variance. 

 

Second:     Mr. Israel 

Vote:   Aye:  Barrett, Elsas, Everett, Israel, Ritchie, Spotswood and Wohlwend 

   Nay:  None 

 

8. Case V-20-12:  The Joint Chiropractic, 2800 Cahaba Village Plaza, Suite 270          EXHIBIT 6 

 

Mark Williams, Reliable Sign Services, 22323 Diesel Drive, McCalla, Alabama, presented the 

sign application for one flush mounted sign with LED illuminated channel letters.  Mr. Williams 

stated that the property owner approved the request.   

 

There being no discussion, Mrs. Ritchie called for a motion.           

 

Motion:     Mrs. Elsas, motion to approve the signage as submitted. 

Second:     Mr. Barrett 

Vote:   Aye:  Barrett, Elsas, Everett, Israel, Ritchie, Spotswood and Wohlwend 

   Nay:  None 

 

9. Case V-20-13:  Massage Envy, 2800 Cahaba Village Plaza, Suite 240                           EXHIBIT 7 

 

No one represented this case.  The committee feels the proposed signage is easier to read. 

 

There being no further discussion, Mrs. Ritchie called for a motion.           

 

Motion:     Mrs. Elsas, motion to approve the signage as submitted. 

Second:     Ms. Spotswood 

Vote:   Aye:  Barrett, Elsas, Everett, Israel, Ritchie, Spotswood and Wohlwend 

   Nay:  None 

  

10. Case V-20-14:  Craft’s On Church Street, 49 Church Street, Signage                            EXHIBIT 8 

 

David Brandt, Fravert Services, 133 W. Park Drive, Birmingham, presented the application.   

 

One façade sign is proposed along Church Street and another above the public entrance on the 

parking lot side.  Height variances are requested for the “C” and the “f” on both signs.  There are  

 

three existing goose neck lighting fixtures on the Church Street side.   

 

The committee discussed the lettering below “Craft’s”, “On Church Street”.  It is hard to read.  One 

suggestion is to install the phrase beside the name rather than under.  Another suggestion is to widen 
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the letters or pull out from the black background.  Also, the red color of “Craft’s” blends in to the 

brick façade.   

 

There being no further discussion, Mrs. Ritchie called for a motion.   

 

Motion:     Mr. Israel, motion as follows: 

 

The Village Design Review Committee suggests revisions to the proposed façade sign that will 

face Church Street.   Committee suggestions:  

 

 Reduce size; the submitted sign exceeds size regulations. 

 Place the words “On Church Street” to the side of Craft’s rather than below it, or 

consider removing “On Church Street”. 

 Wider lettering might aid readability.   

 There is not enough contrast between the proposed red color and the color of the brick 

façade.  

 

Please submit changes via email for Committee review. 

 
Second:     Mr. Barrett 

Vote:   Aye:  Barrett, Elsas, Everett, Israel, Ritchie, Spotswood and Wohlwend 

   Nay:  None 

 

11. Case V-20-15:  Craft’s On Church Street, 49 Church Street, Outdoor Seating            EXHIBIT 9 

 

Rob Walker, AIA; 2229 First Avenue South, Birmingham, presented the application.  The request is 

for approval of a sidewalk café that will feature three new tables and the relocation of twelve 

existing chairs.  The proposed wood tables with black metal bases are 24” x 48” and will be 

approximately 5.5 feet from the curb along Church Street.   

 

Mr. Israel suggested that the tables could be rotated 90 degrees to minimize encroachment onto the 

sidewalk.  Mr. Walker said that is possible. 

 

There being no further discussion, Mrs. Ritchie called for a motion.           

 

Motion:     Mr. Israel, motion to approve as follows:  Approved as presented, with the suggestion 

      to rotate the tables by 90 degrees to minimize encroachment onto the sidewalk.  It is 

                  noted that this request for outdoor seating will need approval of an encroachment 

     agreement by the City Council. 

 

Second:     Mr. Barrett 

Vote:   Aye:  Barrett, Elsas, Everett, Israel, Ritchie, Spotswood and Wohlwend 

   Nay:  None 

 

12. Case V-20-16:  Roundabout – Intersection of Cahaba Road and Culver Road                EXHIBIT 10 

 

Nathan Currie, Sain Associates (Two Perimeter Park South, Birmingham), and Dave Giddens, 

Nimrod Long & Associates (880 Montclair Road, Birmingham) presented the application.  The 

proposed brick roundabout will be located at the intersection of Cahaba Road and Culver Road.  

This is a joint project with the City of Birmingham and an adjacent roundabout will be located 



within the Birmingham City limits. The funding for this project will be split between the cities 
and along with federal funds. ALDOT must review and approve all aspects of the project before 
it is completed. 

Multiple options for the concrete stamping and coloring were presented for consideration. 
Following discussion, Mrs. Ritchie called for a motion. 

Motion: Mr. Barrett, motion as follows: 

The Village Design Review Committee recommends to the City Council the following 
hardscape details for the south roundabout: 

The center of the roundabout to be a sandstone color of stamped concrete, stone pattern. 
(Color presented in images attached.) 
The circle surrounding the center to be a deep red/brown color of stamped concrete, 
brick herringbone pattern. 

Second: Mr. Israel 
Vote: Aye: Barrett, Elsas, Everett, Israel, Ritchie, Spotswood and Wohlwend 

Nay: None 

13. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:47 a.m. The next meeting will be 
held on May 20,2020. 

, y&b 
Tammy Reid, Administrative Analyst 

April 15, 2020 




