ABSENTEE BALLOT INFORMATION

For the March 1, 2016 Presidential Preference Primary, April 12, 2016 Presidential Primary Runoff, or November 8, 2016 General Election:
Contact:
Ann Marie Adams, Circuit Clerk

Jefferson County Commission

716 Richard Arrington, Jr. Boulevard North

Birmingham, AL 35203

205/325-5313

Or visit www.AlabamaVotes.gov to download an absentee ballot application

For the August 23, 2016 City Election (only):
Contact:
Steven Bone, City Clerk

City of Mountain Brook, Alabama

56 Church Street

Mountain Brook, AL 35213

205/802-3825 or Visit www.mtnbrook.org (under “News & Announcements”)
NOTE:  Ballots for the August 23 City election will not be printed and therefore not available until 5-10 days after the qualification period ends which is July 19, 2016.
Absentee Voting Eligibility

A voter may cast an absentee ballot if he or she

· WILL BE ABSENT FROM THE COUNTY on election day

· IS ILL OR HAS A PHYSICAL DISABILITY that prevents a trip to the polling place

· IS A REGISTERED ALABAMA VOTER LIVING OUTSIDE THE COUNTY, such as a member of the armed forces, a voter employed outside the United States, a college student, or a spouse or child of such a person

· IS AN APPOINTED ELECTION OFFICER OR POLL WATCHER at a polling place other than his or her regular polling place

· WORKS A REQUIRED SHIFT, 10-HOURS OR MORE, that coincides with polling hours

BUSINESS/MEDICAL EMERGENCY VOTING applications can be made after the absentee deadline but no later than 5 PM on the day before the election, if the voter:

· is required by an employer under unforeseen circumstances to be out of the county on election day for an emergency business trip, or

· has a medical emergency requiring treatment from a licensed physician

In addition to application information outlined in the next section, the business emergency application contains an affidavit acknowledging that the voter was not aware of the out-of-county business trip prior to the normal absentee ballot deadline. The medical emergency application requires that the attending physician describe and certify the circumstances as constituting an emergency.
Absentee ballot application

To obtain an absentee ballot, write or visit the local Absentee Election Manager (usually the Circuit Clerk), request an absentee ballot, and provide the following:

· name and residential address (or other such information in order to verify voter registration)

· election for which the ballot is requested

· reason for absence from polls on election day

· party choice, if the election is a party primary. (It is not necessary to give a party choice for a general election; however, in a party primary a voter may participate in only one political party's primary; thus a choice must be designated so that the appropriate ballot can be provided. If the voter declines or fails to designate a choice for a primary or primary runoff ballot, the absentee election manager may send only the ballot for constitutional amendments.)

· address to which the ballot should be mailed

· voter signature (If a mark is made in place of a signature, it must be witnessed)
The absentee ballot application must be returned to the Absentee Election Manager by the voter in person (or by the voter's designee in the case of medical emergency voting) or by U.S. Mail.  No absentee ballot application may be mailed in the same envelope as another voter's absentee ballot application.

Upon receiving the absentee ballot application, the Absentee Election Manager may request additional evidence on the reason for voting absentee if the voter has a history of absentee voting. The absentee ballot applications must turned-in no later than the fifth calendar day before the election.

