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MEMO: 
 
 
To:   Mr. Gray Plosser, KPS Group, Inc. 
From:   Amy Smith, Studio A Design 
Date:  September 23, 2016 
RE:   St Luke’s Episcopal Church 

Proposed Parking Lot and Pavilion  
  
 

In response to the Mountain Brook Planning Commission requests, we provide the 

following narrative, along with plan sheets L1.01 and L1.02 dated 9-23-16. 

 

The north and east sides of the proposed parking lot have been designed as a 

landscape buffer as defined by the City of Mountain Brook zoning ordinance Section 

129-296: Buffers and privacy fences and walls as follows:   

 

Buffers and green belts. For a buffer or green belt, a planted strip of land at 
least 15 feet in width, composed of living deciduous or evergreen trees 
spaced not more than ten feet apart, and at least one row of dense 
evergreen shrubs spaced not more than five feet apart, all of which shall be 
maintained in perpetuity by the property owner who is required to establish 
such buffer or green belt, or his heirs, successors or assigns. 

 

The plant material within the buffer includes one row of Tea Olive, spaced at 10 ft o.c., 

as well as one row of Snow Azalea, spaced at 5 ft o.c.  Three existing magnolia trees 

will remain in place.  The remaining undisturbed landscape will be maintained as a 

natural area.   Much of the landscape buffer falls within a Jefferson County Sewer 

easement.  Because of this, we have been working with Richard Mixon of Jefferson 

County Environmental Services, sharing plans and discussing options for buffer 

plantings.  Mr. Mixon requested that we substitute a smaller plant in lieu of our 

originally proposed tree species- Nellie R Stevens Holly.  In response, we have 

proposed the Tea Olive, a small evergreen tree that typically reaches 12-14 ft in height 

and 10 ft in width.   

 

The parking lot islands within the proposed lot include Chinese Elm and Indian 

Hawthorn. 

 

The landscape area on the south side of South Cove Drive features a naturalized area 

with existing pine trees and new plantings. We have proposed several medium shrubs 

to serve as buffer plantings, including George L Tabor Azalea, Oakleaf Hydrangea, 

and Ornamental Miscanthus grass.     

 
END OF MEMO 
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